The latest in an annual series, this text maintains the purpose of its predecessors, 'to bridge the gap between journals and text books and to consider subjects which are ready for re-appraisal'. In general, it succeeds in this aim.
I felt the principal strengths were in two fields. The first, review articles of 'subjects ready for re-appraisal', often presents topics from a basically physiological viewpoint. Some of these articles have been prepared by physicians and, especially in those dealing with respiratory and renal medicine, offer a different perspective for practising anaesthetists. The second very useful feature is in the extensive reference lists, which include articles from a wider selection of the medical literature than is usually perused by anaesthetists.
Of course, there are aspects of this publication which are less welcome. In some sections, recent publications on particular topics are summarised by presenting their findings, without any attempt at analysis or comparison of alternative opinions. While the intention may be to compel the reader to go to the original articles, I often felt frustrated by the lack of discussion. Several chapters, notably those on electrical safety and medical gases, offered no new information. While in themselves being good reviews of these topics, they seemed out of place in a book devoted to new knowledge and re-appraisal in the light of such development.
Despite this criticism, all anaesthetists and, especially, trainees will find useful reading in Anaesthesia Review 7. It is a publication which will be of value within the library of any Anaesthesia Department.
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